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) modte, “We fix anything digieal’,
DUET TAPE s implies o cexfain resstance 0 the
throwaway cultere that surrounds so much of today's gadgetry.
ke company aims 1o fix things rather than autematically
upgrade them and recyele (they sell and trede restored items)
rather than dump themy - expanding technologys ever-
deereasing shelf life i

It was at this crossrosds between the quick turnover of new
machines and the “old=school” EXpeCtatng of |.:".|I1_|::|"I.'i1} thiat
the designers af Materinl Creatice wmnted b8 place the vicual
experience of this Ponsonby store.

"t wms quite hard to marry the tan &0 6t made senee ta
referense this more through the technologiesl side rather than
purely materinks and lavowt,” sovs Olivia Harper who, with Toni
Brandso co=dinects Material Créntive

“Also, the co-owners, Guang and Jia Han, were completely
put of control,” she continees with o grin. “Jia expecinlly was oo
full af energy and great concoepts that, ey time we met, she
had around 10 new ideas,”

The most outlandish of them incluoded Dboblding a
Ghaosthusters-styled backpack which, instead of suctioning
mulevolent forees. would project sdvertisements lor the new
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Brasineas. “Gunng wanisd 16 srand 1n the
of the Queen and Customs slreels inle
and project up onts all of the buaild:
passers-hyl”

From H"irll.l.'d TN 0Ny, SO more
concepts began fo emerge, "We came up’
nam® Duet Tape™ saps Harmpeer, who s |
Creative is often approached for early b
strategy and helping with the overall i
armall Mitineddad

The Chinesg-born, New Tealand-é
fwmerd wanted samething intnnaically
represent cheir brand - “we explained
how in Mew Zealand people have this
anything can be fided with duct 1ape,”
“They loved it!®

Imitially U Hans wanted somoetbing
modern, while the designers’ palette @
weer loward recveled Limbers. They comp
amd agreed on the super shick, almost
geometric pamerns but incorporating b
findshed sak with brass bead detailing an



nean hght. Tleey u'rml-ud . large, curved, Taceled
ek Fo 2o &8 8 c8 R rirpbsce

“We Anlshed a full coneept and drawings and
showad it to the landlord and he wasn't pleased ot
all™ gave Harper. “1 opened his email and got the
shetck of oy Life!™ Dact Tape s neestled in betwéen
a homewares/linen shop, designer fornitore
pureeyors and an array of eafts and restaurants
in the Ponsonby Central complex. The design had
o be vetted by the landlond to ensure there wax
a onmimon viseal thread ranning throaghout the
eoveted retall conglomerate.

“We had to redesign and had less than three
weeks to do #0," says Brandsa, “buf having thaose
Bt aries meeant s had to pash things more aod
in different dirsstions”

The result is a mdsture of custom-made pleces
and second-hand fimls, a minimalist, curated
mélange of obpects and furniture [rom rescoed
vintage, French country, a British gentleman's
lounge and the textures of 19th-century
indastrialist through to the slick and modern

“It was at this
crossroads between
the gquick turnover
of new machines
and the “old-schaal”
expectations of
longevity that the
designers at Material
Creative wanted

to place the visual
expericner of this
Ponsonby store.”
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textures of metal panellings - and a touch of neon theewn iz
good heck. ;

There's a comversatinn taking place betw'een the indus
erafte af the past (such as the eammas and leather aprang and
wooden drawers where lihrary catalagees were hooged) and
hi'__l.!h-lw]l elements of whal, al one Elage; was whal the fu
v ncpeee b Bo Joobk [k,

It most mmmedistely noboecable contribution by
Muteria Creative tenm was a partition dividing the works
from the rest of the store. "Wo wanted the workshop ti
vigible and central = peophe boing able to see what was goin
ingide and how the technicians fix things™ says Harper

The sedution eame in the shaps of o curved, metal-piping,
like frame om the ceiling. At first sight, the plece, with s r
Lineghee sl ahescoralive whoeeds {much like large mechanisms [
an odd clocl), combine well with the geametric patterns
enédtal trusses that mnke up the internal architectune of this sp
There is an airof New York loft mixed with Industrinl nosmlg

The expoved filamont bolbs sorewed directly into
structure hint at something slightly more faturk

ateampunkish. Froom it hang a aeries of removahle steel fra
with 2teel mesh, which allow for the space o be recanfig
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DESIGN WOTES PROJECT DETAILS
Wi went ko the designers at Material Creative Lid Clhemt: Livang Han and Jia Han
with anidea for a unique electronics repairand Froperiy oWnsr- Ponenny

Ceniral - Andrew Duvies

Design practice: Material
Creative

Dok team: Ly Harper, Tond
Brancsn, Meng (eong
completed step by step, We challenged the designers Enllder: Bufit

ncoessories store, We wanted o workshop that was
apen plan and industrially designed, and wouold
enable customers bo engage with the engineers
throwghout the repair by seeing everything

to integrate retall and repairs into one wnbgue space. Engineer;Tighting ESD:

The Material Creative girls expanded our klea Frolest magager: Liv Harper
into something that has never been seen befores in Subconirachors: Varies
New Zealand, and presented us with some fantastic Iadustrial

and creative concepts. They made sure all our
requests were incorpornted into the final Inpout
They delivered originality with a mixture of vintage
furniture and industrial steel framing. Throughout
the design and fit-out process, Material Creative
didn't just meet our needs but also browght lots of
surprises, such ns steel mesh bo hang sccessories and
a specially designed wallpaper using owr repair toods,
electronic devices and &wen our dog's pictures! They
are full of energy and move really quickly = during
the whole project, they carcfolly managed the budget
and kept open minds with all of our crazy ideas.

Jil HEH

8. Gemiberman'’s losnge sesthetic contrasted by the almost ‘steamgank’ fee] of the bangig Laap by Roo Giad
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and for privacy [o be resched by hanging objects
on it and ensure workshop tools always have &
place to rest

“This piece was also indfluenced by old workshops
in Mew York - in particular, Roman and Williams
affices in an ok II.IPI.J‘_n image of the glass hnd
steebwark was what started the direction. Then Jia
took off to Bangkok for the weekend to gathor som
inspiration from all the new retail ‘shopping mealls
popping up over there and came back with a numibser
of images we referenced which helped ws develop
the final design of the workshop,” says Harper.

Cither touches include the wallpaper (cwstonm-
made by Seolt Cleary of HMMNID, which,
reminiscent perhaps of Michael Cragg Martins
1970x" illustrations, quotes various objects and
tonfs weed in the trade, "We also included the
oamiers dogt™ says Harper, "W love 1o personalise
things whene we can”

Townards the back of the siore (s a custom 'bar”
where anyone can come and leave their precious
pixel mirmors o recharge. The Auorescent green

boxes where the phones are inserted and |
handmade by Material Creative with the
Harper's husband (he's abuilder, which
- helps heaps when she wants detailed j
dane well but in a hurey and under budge
Thie diwerss list goes on: the main recep)
iganodd samlng table (e Boiler Boom), han
by Material Creative. At the back of the
finds a sort of Industrialist spider - 5 hang
ruamed Dear Ingo created by Ron Gilad fo
It digigm has been added to the collection
Institute of Chicags and, heckily, Material
found it a1 a fractbon of what it normally cos
It's busy and wildly creative 10 part |
Tape's eclectic sesthetie maintalnsa highl
and thought-out mood rather than a feell
haphazard or cluttered. “11 08, agrees Bra
i the small details” &
5, The industrial paleite of the warchouse-like Int

i gopsplemenied by m st ] W Wit

Tesanuder and director Guasg Ham 7 A place o gm

recharge. & Material Cresthees handmsdes safety




